Making the case for ethics consults in community mental health centers.
Practitioners in community mental health center (CMHC) settings face an environment of vast and ever-increasing ethical complexities, in which there are both emergent dilemmas and ongoing ethical tensions created through competing treatment paradigms. CMHCs clients are a highly vulnerable population due to lower socio-economic status, possibly compromised mental functioning, and societal stigmatization. While many healthcare institutions serving vulnerable individuals offer access to clinical ethics consultations, consults are not routinely available at CMHCs. In this article, we explore the need for ethics consults in CMHCs, propose possible benefits and costs of ethics consultations, and offer suggestions for incorporating consults at CMHCs.